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Abstract

Contemporary humanity is divided into diverse races and communities, among which
indigenous tribal groups are regarded as some of the most ancient populations. For
centuries, these communities have inhabited traditional ecological regions such as mountains
and forests, developing cultures that remain deeply interconnected with nature. Their social
life and cultural practices are closely associated with the natural environment in which they
reside. Tribal communities possess distinctive systems of worship, customs, rituals,
traditional medicine, and indigenous agricultural practices. Their livelihood patterns are
largely forest-dependent, relying on the collection of food resources, fuel, construction
materials, and medicinal herbs from woodland ecosystems. Hence, within the context of
Tamil Nadu, this study explores the habitat, distribution, livelihood patterns, and economic
conditions of tribal communities.
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QUIOF F(HEHSHLD

wefls GV Glermy LVGUL  (B)OTBIFNTHYLD FUPHBIGMTHYLD  CoumyLit” (h)%
SBTRTLILIGIBIDS. BBV LI5S G5 TeT6OLOUITEITOUT FMTHS B (HSLILIGILICUT BT  LILPHBIGLe UisoT
WO&HEBET. LIV BIDDTRT(HIHNTE 10606V  6USITLD 2 el L QuDensF s BITLbLis
B)r_msiseflsv LT LOFLITTBS QUITLPUL_IBIFH 60T, 6l T (B Bluwpenssuileor
UflG CHTRTDVSMTS  Bupewsullaimpsl IS5  QUIsVrs — L1eTLITL 60L&  6lsmeodTL
FOPESBIOTITUI — LIPBIGSIG UITT  BIBLPBIOTDETT.  LILPBIGL U FBIBEES GBI
flLir (B  pewMBENGTUILD,  LOFLIFEDGNUILD, FL_BIGBDETUILD, LOIESHSH/6Y  (LPeDDIHENEIIULILD
wpmih  CeuemrendT  GIGTYVBIL LIBISDOTUILD  H60THH/UOTS  GILIDMYETETEITIT. Y6/ 56N 6o
UTLPHED — WPRDUITES] — UTBIHDNTGILI — FITHE/TNSG).  HTHBMVIBHSI — 2 6076y,
671Gl B6ir, HL (BLomesrL)  CUIT(HL BT DL  ApleNSESHET  (LpSVTTUDDD  CFHIGE/
BBIGET  SUTPUTETTSMS AL (HBIOIDTI. SUIPHF — FHpeled  LpmISig uilesr  osbmenleor
UTLPIL_F  GLpsD, LITLIL), SUTLPUTSTTLD LODMILD CUIT(HOTTSIT Blewsy YBlUIsns &S5/
B)sIuriisy ewLoH]TDS].

GOIILFQFTH&ET: H0pa11 LB ulleTi, ahasefleT suriflaili (b, @Lped, ClurmarTSTrLD.

(LPSITENI DT

wefls BaTSF0 OSTHTEMOUWITRT FPHBIGOTTII UTLPHSI 6U(HLITHET LILPBIGHLG
L&HEHET QeuT. efld FUPSTWSHIT GlFTeTewwoeww Qrrujd CUmTgl, LILPBIGLGulledT Lbdhd6iT
BHhIEEHSH6HOTH Hevfl LRTUTHILD, SVTFFTIUPLD ClaTenT(h) HesfldsHevt]  (3)6vTdh @ LHHEMTTS
QUTLPHSTMETI. LIPHIGLY @)UT EHET BHhiIGEHH6HATS Hevlldsd (&TTHIFUIBISHST, FLpd
WP HET, HOTFFTTS HLL DLILHET, 6UTIPLD (LPEHMEBET D HIEHEUBOTTEY  6T6W6VT U
waseflLBbhgy  Coupiul B Blnhdlerperi. usvGeam BTEHSeflsL  surepld  LIPBIGLY
L& 6rfledt surLpeiluiedlsv AN LIWTL| 5 T )] & 6T & T6UDT L1 LILG 690 LD
SbBlVLILITLIL&EhGG W SHefldgleuwTeris UL ds dFamisemers Lflgsflw  Lipsbi@ g uiler
W&EEHET HTOT Yuieyser FGlewewt OlFiidlsrmerr. wresfllailluisy oy liasHefled LLpmIELguilesr
W&HEHET LOSTRT YUIHET HTVGHlT CHeWmaUWITH 2 6Targl. jsueuemauiled QboH I Uley
SOIPEL LG uileT woHsHefler euThll & @Gwev, CUTHeTTSTT Blewsy aHlwenar GDSHsI
STHSF WL HT ).
LPBIGL eTeTeID GClFTeL6dl6T auenriienm

wefls @evrid, uflewrmio susriFFuller @muPl Plewevewws ewL_pGieTengl. GHTL_i
WTHHBISENST THMI QUTIPLD SDHTVF FPHSIHVILD, SHISHTET GBHTEHTENIDS  Fn MIdHEDET
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wrorwsd Uity Gu sHEsmausgis OCaTavr(® euTpLeuTsGar LPBIGLYY LhB6T e
B)HFMHW CSTRTWIF FPHBIHENET WL WITOTID SHe%T(h) QYTTileugiDd, HeupswmLl Ligley
QFieugd wefld@GHe sureTHMlET LIigLeVTFFewwuld, Hrev WTHMEIGeTW LD GlHefleurs
ENBYE G SlewentL|flF]eTD6dT. Ssueuenasuiley,  'LPBIGY  6TeTE)ILD ClFTsL
QFrsvevrrmiiFAuilepid sursvrHmits uBlallspid e WhHlwsgaud GumIEDEH. UPBIGLY
sTeTeId  GFTevedllnE “OsTeTory, YHETVSCHMNW Gy, LpenwWTaT Gl (LLSHIWTH
slpts Curasyrd), u. 112) erermy wgiewrs W Cursrrd QuTmsT HHADSHI. RH
BIVSBIEHT  LLTeUGHIEBemaT  B6V6VGI UTVTHMIS SHTVSSDNG Whewsw HTevdhded HH8SH
SBIGafledT DT IDTWE euTPhEH e Clgmerewiowmesr uTrbuflwb GlETewr wefls
FPBSMBH GUGESDE. UYPBIGLY sTeTanid GFTeLdD @S, ‘CFTaTsOlwi (SaneF6lFTed
Gurasyrdl, u. 215) etery HweLFRFTL CuUrsrmdl allerdssd FHWmEDFG. wefls Brafsn
CaTaTmIusNGL  (PHMSW YBSTVSSH  GlaHmend @)F6Fred @GDlsSngl. G)hIlws
GUedlsD, 'UpBIGyBHET  eTedTElD  Gurgleurest  ewLwrerE  GFTeL  FHevfldgieuLpmest
ueRTUTL(H) eUTLpEems (PewmHemerid, LUsVCaum Gluwisswerds GlesmeawrL GlriflEemeru)id
& renT(h), FourTevmesr BleLiLTliLseaflsy eurTapd U HOWTHHS GUoHHmeTwd &GWIILSTHS
CasmreTereLTd. @)BHwTailed USTIPHSHSOTEWGEG @auiserg eurTpalwGe e Walws
FTSTOTEGLD. UTewL W @evsSwwrer FAVOuSETrISSHed LPBIGY 6TeTeld GlFT6L
@)L bRuhmsTeng). “uglQwey HPwurd upbigy s F@uw” (Fsvby., wur. 15) erermy
GOIUGSaTng.  ewwiiy  GCsiyls yeob Quu@pd  Ceeweuwmm  CuUThmeTTsTrd
SHeoTerilemmeyLd, Glgmredrewio WTMT WILYLD OCl&TTL  (pdHs Glgsker sredrm T HeTLIHID.
prid 'upnigly (Tribal) eterm QFrevewevds STHHeMNID WeweLHANYID UTIPLD  LDIHFHEHETS
@GP LWSTUBSSHISICDTID. YeaTTey, FAVLILFBETTSPHL @FCFTL s BlevHSBleL Lisv
SMV(PEWMEHONTHS CSHTLThg euTphd eumd L ieuggser (Indigenous/Ancient inhabitants)
6TedTn Gumrpafled LweTLBHGSLILIL (h6iTerd).

AOILFETT YHTTH LYPBIGLY 6TeTeId ClFTeLedD @GS, “ClaTaTIOSTL (B uTLpHIHI
aumdleTn wEH CBTGLL” (fevliudsrrsg GersvevswLea), u. 115) ererm  eflerdsid
flsdEng.  suiser OFrhs 20wy el YVevg STUIBTL L alll®  Ceumy
QL BisEREGL CuUwihgl 6lFVeVTsH, GlGTeTewowITer LUTTLUTWLGES &HLGLDdHEH6T 6TETLIG]
@)petT CUT(HOTTGD. LPBIGLY 6TOTLSD G, “UpsnwTsT Gl aiflanflurs BleneliGlLmHm)
ampd Gy’ (BUlp-pblp srrg, u. 212) sem s H0p ysrTH GBI SSTDS.
ShBiIG6fl6T  CHTETEMWITET HeWeD, HOTFFTILD, OGUomh wHMID FepsHd S L ewlienL
wrHmTwed UG &85 aubgls OlEsTent(h) euTpUMTEGeT LIPKIGLIGH6T 6TeTM
ewyssliubEprissr. TRIBE stepiib gpmidlev GlFrsvedlesr Qumfloluwitiursl  upkigily
eTeiTeyId OFTeL LwSTLURSSLILL (B 6U(HSSTDS).

LPBIGlY 6TeTUT s Feoflhs SLHLUCHTIUTERT FepHd eTadTmIDd & H6vllss

Qumyfl ussruT (B eurflib eurpHems Yewm Fwwid GCuUTeTHauDHewDH ClsTeisTL

M G THYID HBS Wb, (Flpsl LYy S6r, u. 51)
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BeTer BTaTEHSSl6T UTa|sarTTe) ST WL WTeTD FHAewg u T, H6arHCsw Ml Blevsslsv,
soflgs  Cwrifluyd, QupewsGur@h @evwnbs ussrurl (B allulwBisenh  ClsTesT(®),
BEGHET  UGSSHIH OaTewTL.  YnSS.HLUUTHSSarTH eurTwd @@ pailsst  Hrw
augeuG UPBIGY sTaTm Ggeflweord. LIPBIGLY sTOTUSD S, OSTHTYOCSTL (B 6uHFSlHTD
Guusrsl Upbsri (BwmE@per uwfGuewsi o ey, u. 102) ererdpri. Lew
SHEMEV(LPEH M HETTSH 1B LI63ITL| % (6 L_68)I LD RUEHHHHIL_G9)ILD QUTLPHSI QU (HFedTm
urrbuflwifés o wigguilsy Unpbseuiser stermy LfGwsvasi 2 enr euruilevrs 9 mlw
WYREngl. UPBIGY eTSTID CFTL GPSS LTUITST  &(HEHHSHMENTE CHTEHHS5!
Seupmler  Qurg uenTysemert:s  Uleteuporm  suswrwenm  QFwdlermri  mlepi
L& SeUFFOLITT ).
LYPBIGLY 6TeTUeNT @) UGSSTET &Fips  @Gupalleri. @euiser Cgmriddluimresr
Qurgiaurer @)L SFV uAsEHEHIm IqWeuiser. OuTgeuresr  SlewerGomiflenwils
GuaLisuiissir. @ LSSTOT LSTUTL(H WPewDewwd 6GlsTesrL_euigser, GlLmgieuresr
PSTMSWEDTW LD, LIEHFTWSGl (pewmevwuyd, Fww BOUGDS (PeDBHDEaTULD
Werupmiueni. (Fepsaillusd wrafl_allwe semevs6ers aferds srrs), u. 176)
eTeiTm)  UFley OCFwdpri. @leuallerdsmsamar6isvevrd 6HTGHE S UTTHGHD CuTg)
ULpBIGIgH6eT  eTearGUTT  ewwow  KOrmiLggdm@ o flw  eurpeilwsy  Guedled ) HHSH
allvgullmasEmriser. euiser eraflgled  OCFeTDewL W  WIQWTH SHOl5H  pFHImISWw
W»VSSTL HLILGFHaf) euTpHlTmeuisst. @QuDewsEemws STWTHOD 6ClGUINIDTHELD
BIOLYl, BH6TT FDDOBISHEHSEG I6hSF, sewTamsHGHs s5flwrs Yy eailseaflsr auflbL &gHisedlsib
FLBIGSMYID BLGEems CaTeanT®), haTew LTHMHIGEHSE YL LILTO6D ShiGHeTer 9 Hls
SIp/upkIGgGyl urrbuflwgens LY Cuw COsTL (HD GYsGer LIPBIGLYHsT .
whdrn el Gumbenas @eauppled BoUlsenswbd Gubenasulldy FFupd Gl&TesT®H
LIPEDOWTET LIPS 6UPSShIGMeNE SHMLLilghE@G WwEsGr LIpkIEGLYaer Q6.
(Qmer. gjerveud) Yeor, L. 11)
Czer. 9eweudl LT euisafledt gmhm  Q@QBIG BlewTOYIn THBEBLH.  HBISH6N 6T
WPTCRTTIHET  UGSSHIS ShS WS FLBIGSET, eufluri B  pswmser, Ceoul ewl_g
CaTPlevs6r, cpellewsds L(HSGHIU (POM&BET LOHMID Fepsd L HLUTH ST  (J)euiaser
it Guw  wrmrws  @ermid  Ulestump]  eupaSleTmesTi. speubloumy FepBHoHBHAT(HD  (H
sflss  FHlewer  Gorlewuw Cuadlerpesri.  seflss  euflur (B LD L|% 66T
C\& TRy (HIHBSTDETT 6TedTMI MWWl (LpLgSIMSG).
LpBIGlyBeT eTeTCUTT G L @ BlwliLGSluilsd BT STevrds HhisEHs S
eTer  F&ofl SOTFFTID Oryl euTpdHews (Wewmeww GlsTar@L @ wmhendsullsi
wiquiled eurpdleTm wESCer eaur. (wp.Cu.&lievr i, u. 243)
Qupsmsmw  YPlHE stk Caxmeusmws Yisdl  CFiigl  Casrent@)  eumapd
CumbLTesTewd  WHECTTH LU LTwsd QunewsCur® Gewenths 9P Lbevllseutlesr
aurppewmsvwis  Gurerallsy  wrHmBiiseT  @ery]  @etrmud  Uletump]l  surepib
@) 6v1d & peiledT@r  LILpHIEG L ullesTii.
SUlps LG uiler eurflib
SOIPHSIT PSS GHlgHeTTerll LPBIGIQWleT w&HSHeT, sniseafler GlgTereny LTHT
wrLsGerm@ILb BH65fld g1 6110 TevT ueTUTL(h) allpLilwibisSerm(hib Lo BleVd SledT
LFDLF GLpsh) CLigyCaumtd LImiGenerds smLiGLImLD
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uevevTuillrssemrsasrer  Srrwmsellsy urhg allflbg euTphg eumdlermeri. mafer
WTOHMBISST QRHLDLD  BlHPHSTID, ShIGHETOT s WL WTOTBIHDETF  Flews U TLO6V
UTHIBTEHSE e @)bwdhsefler surpailwensvwd, euissr @unsnsGuir®h ClarenTsirar
Uemewrliswuujp  Blevallwed  Fylwrs  epermy QuEblfeysartal  LGESS  (LpLguib.
DOWFFBmar 2 6TaTL SE  WeVLILGSH6T, wWwewevujld  Fwlbleuaflujb  (@)ewevvruyid
@)ewL_Flevll UGSWTST  IqeuTrliLGglser WOHMID  BBTLULYDMBIGDET 6L 1q1
FwsuafllliLGFser YLweneuGuw 9hs CPSTH (PHETWLD UTLHL BiIGTTGLD. &)HHemaHW
wlevailwsd Lifleyseaflsy, ClumbLTeTewwwTer SWONPHTL R LILPBIGIQuiledT &HH6ET &hisker e
WPSSTWG STWHLTHS CHTHOSHSSH UTPHEH 6UHaUGI LMVLILIGSHWeTGW )@ Lb.
pefer o eagdlear CnflFvselledphgh allvd, FrilewwwTear QWDeNs: TTHTTSI,
Flawd YLibs STHSEHD @BFW wVFASTRISHEHGEL Feuiseafler Lasdl_BiserTs
alletTBigHlarmer. sUlPsHBler  Qupews TG uuili  COUHESSHB DG
FTTOTSHS Sl Cun@gd 6TLTFFl wewew wHMID HYPsHEd OCSTLIFS ewevs
QaTLT&Cer. @euisearg NMEs wipwrs eurpaill kiserTs Sewwbglerars. (rrebLomr,
awg| - 62)

SOIPBTL 1967  UpBIGlyuiler waser  Fwbleueaflsefled ogeurrmiseflspn el
UTLPHSTID, euiseaflsst eiromeyd eurpallweid @eotmitd  @)bs @) Gk
V&6 HTL Taafletr g uilGeCuw es S QSCHTULTSS HIgbgid 6% TevTLy (hdbSl60Tm60T.
SOIP&ESST  HTHHMYID  LeWVHATIID  FHWMVUPHD  HEWV(IPEODIITS  QUTLPHSI  6(HLD
B EBGIyB6T, smsefler  FlwsGsrHd  CQurflGwr®i  CaTevT(Rsitar  pLpLOTET
LlenenriienL EeuaflliL®SaID Y HFFADbHD S|EWL_WITETLD, O|6UTSH 6T HBIS6T
T BIGEHSGHF  GLlgujster  GLwisenT@l. SOPBTLI1g6dT  Peubleurh  LIPBIGL
BTG SHeUHLD, HTHIGET Fnly 6UTIPL FADMTTHEHSHSGLD SlTTWHEISEHSGHMD LI Gwrilseflsr
seolililern), smisefler CaFrhss ST WLIHHMNCLCW GLWAL (B YwYdh&GHd wrLilener
@ermid  Wasd sLH&ECsThUTSEL  Cuenfl sumdleimerti. Bafedr 2 Vb  6THHeMTEWIT
WTHDBISDETF FhDHSHTID, @euiserndgl Slyrols Gluwiisst wi R euisefler Gl%merio
eureTHewmuyd  Grflullwey  griiswwspwuld @)eTmid  Hwhg BpSleTmesr. (g,
anug - 18) @uiupmigly waseflsst Hrrwls Quwiiser Geumibd SewLwrerds @&nluf b ser
D|6VV; HemeU I[aUTHET UTIPLD BlVSHT @QUINEDBF L6V, HTeUTHISGET, 66V kIS 6T kIS 6T
woHmib yailullwed ewwiienu Hyriul’ L wrslt uLid Ngs5s5s5 ST (Husmal o) @Lb.

WEDAITL)  &HBeT  SBISST  GQuiBlLy 2 eter UGSEmer  UelGLTS

IwysSleTneri. @abdeurm upBIGy Foapsl Uiflad Geum Geumy GlLwTserTsL

SBIGET DMTHEDEOT Y WPESIGTDTTHET. @)(HOTT LIPBIGLY LOEHBET SHHIGET DOTTdHEN6IT

ugl eretim Y OYPIHBGTDTIHST LGN OCUWiSHmer @)wenTdHg InPlESTTILD

@migl GFrev LF eTTCD eUHEMG LehswEFILg Beombgd Fwmriug whHmIb Lev

@)L _misaflev pogri etewrayld Guwf@ESermeri. (s7. Sum, u. 02)
snisaflest Guisk OCumflulley o srer Fesflbgeuwrear OGFrhomewers C&TevT(H), HTHISH6T
QUTIPLD ewevFFTle), L, STL 13T L THFH IYVevg GOILUI L wrBiser Blewmbs
uEGs slweupdledt gL uilsd @)EHSTTl CLUWITESET ewLFlSTD6dT.
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